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BUTTERFLY BEAUTY! 
Children will have fluttering fun this week learning all about butterflies! Key learning concepts will be fun and exciting as 
discoveries and games are played! While the lesson plan incorporates many different Pennsylvania Learning Standards, it 
focuses on the key learning area of "Environment and Ecology”. Specifically, children will engage in activities that meet the 
PA Standard Areas of Science, Social Studies, Art, and Physical Activity. 
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SCHEDULE 

 

DAY 1: MAKER MONDAY 
STAGES OF A BUTTERFLY           30 MINUTES 
 

DAY 2: STEM TUESDAY 
MONARCH MATH           30 MINUTES 
 

DAY 3: AROUND THE WORLD WEDNESDAY 
SOUTH AMERICAN ADVENTURE         30 MINUTES 
 

DAY 4: ARTSY THURSDAY 
BUTTERFLY SYMMETRY PAINTING         30 MINUTES 
 

DAY 5: FIT FRIDAY 
BUTTERFLY TAG           30 MINUTES 
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MATERIALS LIST 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

 
• Glue 
• Tape 
• Pencils 

• Scissors 

• Clothespins 
• Calculators 

• Cotton swabs 

• Construction paper 

• Small green pompoms 

• Small googly eyes 
• Colorful tissue paper, cut into 6” circles  
• Cardboard tubes 
• World map or globe 

• Black construction paper 

• White crayons 

• Light blue, orange, and white paint 

• Optional: black chenille stems 
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DAY 1: MAKER MONDAY 
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STAGES OF A BUTTERFLY 

ACTIVITY/CONCENTRATION 
Description of Activity:  

• STEP 1: Prep for this activity by cutting tissue paper into 6” circles. 
Provide 1 per student.  

• STEP 2: Ask students, “Which insect turns into a butterfly? A 
caterpillar! The first step to today’s activity is to create a butterfly”.  

• STEP 3: Give each student a clothespin and enough small green 
pompoms to cover one side. Use glue to attach pompoms to their 
clothespins. Use glue to attach two small googly eyes to the 
pompom on the top of the closed end of the clothespin. Allow their crafts to dry. 

• STEP 4: Meanwhile, talk to students about changes that take place when a caterpillar turns into a butterfly. 
“Where does the caterpillar go? What does it do? The caterpillar finds a leaf to attach to and builds a cocoon 
around itself. Then they stay inside for about 2 weeks and while they’re in there, they turn into liquid goo. Wow! 
The cells that were present while they were still caterpillars now grow rapidly and transform into butterflies! Isn’t 
that amazing?”  

• STEP 5: Have students select a color of tissue paper. Show the students how to fold the circle-shaped paper like 
an accordion and pinch it in the middle. Slide the pinched middle of the tissue paper circle into the pinched end 
of the clothespin.  

• STEP 6: Carefully spread the tissue paper open to form wings. 

• STEP 7: Give each student a cardboard tube. This tube represents the cocoon. Have students carefully roll the 
tissue paper wings around the caterpillar body and slide the whole butterfly into the tube.  

• STEP 8: Have students retell the process of a caterpillar turning into a butterfly with one another.  

DURATION/SCHEDULE 
30 minutes  

MATERIALS 
• Glue 
• Clothespins 
• Small green pompoms 

• Small googly eyes 
• Cardboard tubes 

• Colorful tissue paper, cut into 6” circles  

LEARNER MODIFICATIONS 

 
 
 
 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 
• Complete multi-step tasks with independence  • Know and use basic elements of visual arts  

STANDARDS 
• AL.2 2.B  • 9.1.V 2.A 

 


