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AMAZING ANIMALS
Explore the habitats of animals across the globe, from lush rainforests and dry deserts to icy polar lands how 
animals adapt to their surroundings, craft habitat dioramas, and learn about the importance of conservation. Amazing 
Animals is an interactive preschool lesson plan that encourages children to construct knowledge through meaningful play, 
thoughtfully planned activities, and active exploration of the environment. Children will be engaged in hands-on activities as 
they learn about various habitats and the importance of conservation. While the unit incorporates many different 
Pennsylvania Learning Standards, it focuses on the key learning areas Scientific Thinking and Technology and 

Specifically, children will engage in learning activities that meet the PA Standard Areas
of Life Science and Visual Arts. 

ARRIVAL ACTIVITY SAND WRITING 20 MINUTES
CIRCLE TIME 15 MINUTES
HANDS-ON ACTIVITY SANDPAPER CACTUS 20 MINUTES
BATHROOM BREAK 15 MINUTES
OUTSIDE PLAY SAND & WATER EXPLORATION 30 MINUTES
SNACK 15 MINUTES
TABLE ACTIVITY CLOTHESPIN CAMELS 15 MINUTES
CENTER PLAY ARMADILLO DRAWINGS 30 MINUTES
STORY TIME 10 MINUTES
CIRCLE TIME/PICK-UP 10 MINUTES

ARRIVAL ACTIVITY SYMMETRIC PENGUINS 20 MINUTES
CIRCLE TIME 15 MINUTES
HANDS-ON ACTIVITY FURRY POLAR BEARS 20 MINUTES
BATHROOM BREAK 15 MINUTES
OUTSIDE PLAY PENGUIN RELAY RACES 30 MINUTES
SNACK 15 MINUTES
TABLE ACTIVITY BLUBBER EXPERIMENT 15 MINUTES
CENTER PLAY FROZEN EXPLORATION 30 MINUTES
STORY TIME 10 MINUTES
CIRCLE TIME/PICK-UP 10 MINUTES
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MATERIALS LIST 
 

 
Trays  
Sand 
Letter, number, and shape cards 
Pointer 
Flag 
Calendar 
Weather chart 
Multimedia player 
Sandpaper (larger grain recommended) 
Paint (including black, orange, white & green) 
Paintbrushes 
Tissue paper 
Liquid glue 
Chenille stems 
Scissors 
Sand/water table (or plastic bins) 
Water 
Sand 
Measuring cups 
Sand toys 
Sand tools 
Crayons 
Markers 
Clothespins (2 per child) 
Pencils 
Construction paper (including orange, white, and 
red) 
Googly or sticker eyes 
Plastic forks 
Playground balls 
Safety cones 
Shortening 
Bowls 
Ice cubes 
Timer 
Spatula 
Sandcastle molds 

 Ice cube trays 
 Saltshakers 
 Toy hammers 
 Hole punch 
 Paper towel rolls 
 String 
 Fake or paper leaves 
 Stapler 
 Tape 
 Craft sticks or tongue depressors 
 Images of snakes with patterns 
 Bins 
 Assorted building blocks 
 Crab diagram (online photos) 
 Small cups 
 Items to smell (ex. BBQ sauce, vinegar, extracts, 

etc.) 
 Globe/map 
 Play dough 
 Small toy animals 
 Straws 
 Pony beads 
 Safety mats/soft rugs 
 List of plants and animals from desert, polar, 

rainforest, and ocean habitats 
 Shoe boxes 
 Cotton balls 
 Dirt/potting soil 
 Recycled yogurt containers (or similar) 
 Seeds and/or flowers 
 Gardening tools 
 Gardening gloves 
 Stuffed animals 
 Toy doctor kit 
 Toy sea animals or picture cards  
 Printed or online photos of desert, polar, 

rainforest, and ocean landscapes  
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DAY 2 FREEZING IN ICE  

ARRIVAL ACTIVITY: SYMMETRIC PENGUINS 
PREP: Ahead of time, cut out beaks and penguin feet from orange construction paper. 
STEP 1: Give each child a piece of white construction paper and instruct them to fold the paper in half 
vertically; assist as needed. 
STEP 2: Open the paper up and on the right side (along the fold), help the children make a number 3 with black
paint. 
STEP 3: Next, children will fold the paper together and gently press down. 
STEP 4: Help the children slowly open the paper back up to reveal a penguin shape.
STEP 5: Children will add googly or sticker eyes. They will glue the construction paper beak and feet to their 
penguin. 
STEP 6: Additionally, the children can use a paintbrush and black paint to make 2 wings/flippers coming out 
from the body. 

     

20 minutes 9 to 9:20 a.m.

Construction paper (white)
Paint (black & orange)
Liquid glue

Googly or sticker eyes
Paper (orange)
Paintbrushes 

Attend and follow-through on two-step directions Coordinate eye and hand movements to perform 
a task




